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Candidates for mayor square off

Fargo, Padllla present. Johnson stays away.

Five of the seven official candi-
dates for mayor of Sacramento
made their pitches and answered
questions April 26 at a candi-
dates forum at Fremont Presby-
terian Church. Mayor Heather
Fargo, who’s seeking a third
four-year term, was there along
with Adam Daniel, Shawn Eldredge, Leonard Padilla, and
Muriel Strand. But the superstar in the race, Kevin Johnson,
was a Saturday morning no-show, as was candidate Richard
Jones. Johnson insisted he was not snubbing River Park but
had other pre-arranged commitments. And KJ said he defi-
nitely intended to knock on doors in the neighborhood some-
time before the June 3rd election.

The mayoral candidates had two hours with the micro-
phones followed by a solo presentation by Warren Harding
who is challenging incumbent Susan Peters for the District 3
seat on the Sacramento County board of supervisors.
Highlights of the forum included Mayor Fargo’s announce-
ment of support for a county-wide assessment district to fund
maintenance and improvements of the American River Park-
way, and Leonard Padilla’s statement that he would fire city
manager Ray Kerridge, replace him with current vice-mayor
Rob Fong and hire Fargo as an executive assistant. Padilla
also said he would quickly fire a number of city employees
as part of an effort to balance the city’s budget.

Forty-five persons attended the forum, a number that re-
flects the obvious and oft-noted
demographic change that River
Park is undergoing. Lots of mo-
bile young families have moved
into The Park, in many instances
replacing long time residents
whose commitment to the
neighborhood was almost proprie-
tary. Whether River Park will
become their permanent home, or just a stop on the way,
only time will tell.

UPCOMING RIVER PARK EVENTS May 2008....

Saturday May 10

Arts in River Park
10 am.—5 p.m.
Scottish Rite Masonic Center
6151 H Street
Live entertainment all day!
Art - Food - Kids’ activities

Thursday May 15

RPNA Meetings
Block Captains 6:30 p.m.
RPNA Board 7:30 p.m.

Geneva Room
Fremont Presbyterian Church

River Park Neighborhood Association
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Where is everybody?
Only thirty attend RP General Meeting

On Saturday morning April 19, approxi-
mately 30 of our neighbors attended the :
annual River Park General Meeting at Caleb
Greenwood school. Those attending heard
school officials discuss the need for im-
provements at Caleb Greenwood and the
controversy over the consent decree high
school. City traffic planners described in
detail plans for new bike lanes and fewer
car lanes on H Street. And there was a call
to action to resurrect the Night Patrol on
summer weekends.

RPNA board member Kristin Wright attended the General Meeting
and had this observation:

When my husband and | were choosing where to raise our family, we searched for
a neighborhood that felt like a real community. Hands down, River Park fit all of
our criteria. We love living in River Park and have no plans to ever leave. | do find
it curious, however, that while we all love the sense of community, safety, and tree
lined streets, there is such limited civic participation in neighborhood meetings and
events. While | can cite a variety of reasons for this apparent apathy, | can’t help
feeling disappointed that a well-planned, well-advertised, informative and valuable
event such as the recent River Park General Meeting was attended by only a few of
the neighborhood’s more than 1600 households. This meeting provided a wonderful
opportunity to meet the principal of Caleb Greenwood and hear how the neighbor-
hood and school could truly partner in making it great. It was a chance to talk with
city planners about the changes to H Street that will add new bike lanes and redes-
ign traffic lanes to better and more safely connect us to downtown. Our neighbor-
hood is rich in resources and location, but especially in its people whose unique
gifts often go untapped. If we want to preserve the traditions and sense of commu-
nity that sets River Park apart from other neighborhoods, we are all going to need
to pitch in a little time. The summer months provide much opportunity to get in-
volved. Please invest in the future of our great community by volunteering.

It might even be fun!

To volunteer for any River Park Neighborhood Association event please
call Lupita Cortez-Alcala at 254-5555 or email Icortez916@yahoo.com

To volunteer at Caleb Greenwood School please contact Principal
Christine Hanifen at 277-6266.

To volunteer for the River Park Night Patrol please contact Jeff Harris at
455-0996 or email Jeff at cadence @surewest.net

and beyond

Saturday June 14
Pops in the Park

Thursday May 29
RT Public Forum

Presentation of Sacramento 6—9 p.m.
Regional Transit Master Plan Glen Hall Park
6-7:30 p.m. Live music with “Q Balls” band
Sacramento State Alumni Center It’s free!

Voice your views on the future of
public transit

Food and drink for sale
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RPNA severs ties with Yahoo Group

“Racist” comments spur action

ey At its April 17 board meeting, the River Park
Neighb d A;?ociation voted to remove its name from the

oup electronic bulletin board that has served the
community for five years. The board acted in order to make clear
that acrimonious and inflammatory statements posted to the Yahoo
group are not sanctioned by RPNA. The board acted a few hours
after the RPNA Yahoo group’s moderator Joel Davis had removed
a group member for posting what were alleged to be racist state-
ments. In a message to the group Davis explained:

I am a free speech proponent, John Milton's marketplace
of ideas and all that. But racism. Ugh...

Maybe on the myriad other Internet sites, one of which 1
suggested earlier as an alternative. But not on my watch.
The First Amendment protects free speech of all forms.
But you cannot yell fire in a crowded movie theater. And
racism will NOT be tolerated on a site I moderate.

The former RPNA Yahoo Group is now renamed the RiverParkBlog Ya-
hoo Group and postings must be made to a new address :
riverparkblog@yahoogroups.com. However you must be a member of
the group to post a message. To join, send an email to the moderator at
rpna-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. If you were already a member of
RPNA Yahoo Group, you don’t have to join the new group - your mem-
bership transferred automatically. But you should put the new email ad-
dress for postings into your Address Book or Contacts list.

River Park’s other electronic meeting place RPList remains in operation.
To become a member of RPList, visit www.riverparklist.com and follow
instructions you’ll find there.
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Wills, Trusts, Probate

In-Home Consultations

Thomas M. Frame

Attorney at Law

(916) 484-1705
700 La Sierra Drive
Sacramento, CA 95864

GBS

REALTORS

6001 FOLSOM BLVD.
SACRAMENTO, CA 95819

| OFFICE: (916) 739-1212
- DIRECT: (916) 739-1289 Ext: 202
Perry Georgallis FAX:  (916) 739-1284

Owner/Broker .
SAR Realtor of the Year for 2005 E-MAIL:  perry@gborealtors.com
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Community Garden in River Park ??
River Park resident Rachel Craig often drives by the over-
grown empty lot on Carlson near Moddison and sees a dreamy
_field of organic bounty. Her
§ comments:

8 Motherhood involves a lot of trips to the

@ park. When my school-aged daughters were
little, they were the type of high-energy kids
that required a daily park trip to get their
willies out. One park in particular held
great interest for them, but not for its tiny
playground and tidy bushes. They asked for
Fremont Park, downtown on 16" street for
one reason only: across the street there was
a Secret Garden with the gate always open.

"\ Rachel and Eleanor

Feeling like a trio of giddy girls, we’d trek across the busy intersection and
down the side alleyway to find the open gate to the Mandella community garden. Peek-
ing around the corner and sneaking inside, we felt as if we were entering a green won-
derland. Vines tangled everywhere across a giant grape-arbor turned clubhouse, and we
could stoop inside to sit in a cave-like room transformed by vegetation. We walked
along grassy paths studded by neat rows of beds filled with flowers, vegetables, greens,
and herbs so varied and numerous it was impossible to name them all, but we tried. As
non-members, we’d wander through it hushed, almost reverent, reminding ourselves to
leave the cherry tomatoes alone on the vines to ripen in the sun for their lucky garden-
ers. But we were glad that those gardeners, whoever they were, were openhearted
enough to let a few admiring visitors come in to enjoy it for awhile.

| think of the Mandella Garden every time | drive past the “field of weeds”
on Carlson, a neglected lot that is privately owned by a woman who does not reside in
River Park. In the ten years since we bought our home here, she has refused calls from
neighbors hoping to use the lot for other purposes while also refusing to mow or main-
tain the property. In return, those of us who pay a premium to live in this treasured,
cozy enclave get to drive past an eyesore several times a day for years on end. River
Park is a special neighborhood. How many more years must we drive, bike, and walk
past this utter waste of valuable property? We deserve to transform this lot into some-
thing useful, educational, and beautiful for all of us here in River Park to enjoy.

1t’s a dream of mine to lead a project like this. Help me make it happen!

Call Rachel Craig at 452-8032 or email rachel_craig@shcglobal.net

Make your escape, anyway you can'
Just in case you're not ready, East Sac Bike Shop
7 will make sure you have all the essentials.

- 7 EASTSAC-"'
\\

“BIKE,---"_

5522 H Street + 916-254-RIDE + esbnb.com -
Menday - Friday 10-7 + Saturday 11-6 + Sunday 12-5

Rebecca Warren, CMT 451-5650

Jean Yun, CMT 441-0983

Deja Kjoller, CMT 452-7456
By appointment

Bringing relaxation and stress reduction to
River Park through professional non-aggressive
skin care, therapeutic massage & energy balancing

River Park Center @ 5495 Carlson Drive, Suite 3
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March 2008 River Park crime reports:
March 1 6:00 a.m. Larceny-Theft State Avenue (east)
March 11 12:35 a.m. Burglary-Vehicle Minerva/Monalee
March 18 10:45 p.m. Felony-Assault State Avenue (west)
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: & June 14 Pops
ﬂ; ( 897 | in the Park
H. features

| homegrown
River Park
band.

The Q-Balls, a local rock n roll band with River Park ties, will play
this year’s Pops In The Park concert at Glen Hall Park on Saturday, June
14™. Four members of the Q-Balls are River Park natives. John Quincy
Brown, guitar and vocals, was raised on Cisco Circle and was a member
of the Prophets, one of River Park’s first rock and roll bands and a regu-
lar attraction at the Glen Hall Teen Center! Multi-instrumentalist Sean
McAuliffe grew up on Monalee Avenue. Keyboardist Mike Caselli and
drummer Jim Caselli were born in captivity on Spilman Avenue. The
Q-Balls are rounded out by East Sac resident Ted Popinga on vocals and
Sacramento native Bruce Leino on bass and vocals.

The Q-Balls play a fun blend of the greatest songs from the 60’s and
70’s by such artists as Jackson Browne, Loggins & Messina, Jimmy
Buffett, Tom Petty, Van Morrison, and more. Band manager Sol Siler
says, “The Q-Balls are one of my top acts and always deliver the goods.
I know that the Pops In The Park concert will be the highlight of their
summer tour. | can guarantee a splendid time for all.”

Pops in the Park 6-9pm Saturday June 14 at Glen Hall Park

Sac State Calendar of Events
Http://calendar.csus.edu/CampusCat.asp
Sports, art, music, theatre, new bookstore, great library

Handyman Service

FOR ALL YOUR HANDYMAN NEEDS
ELECTICAL, PLUMBING, TILE, AND MORE
LICENSED & INSURED SBL. #627892

Ron
Musser

Photography
Captuing your life’s
most precious moments:

PId Al
Professional Photographers
of America

34 year River Park resident

916.709.7293

Ron Musser Photography . com
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His oyster now !

Fifth grader Dylan Weightman, who
lives with his parents on Carlson, heads
for Europe in July after being chosen as
a People to People Student Ambassador.
Dylan made it through a tough applica-
tion and interview process to win the
honor. For 20 days he’ll travel with forty other U.S students though
the U.K. and Holland, meeting with students from many other coun-
tries. Dylan is a student at the John Morse Elementary School
(Waldorf) in south Sacramento.

F iver'

Be a winner too!
Be the first to find the
typo in this issue.

Call and claim your priz@

out of hand.

Cell phone doomsday

Beginning July 1, 2008 it becomes illegal in California
to operate a motor vehicle while using a hand-held cellular
telephone. Almost everybody seems to do it now. It’s about
to become against the law. Like with the ban on wood fires
at home, enforcement will undoubtedly start slowly, with
plenty of publicity and second chances.

So if you want to talk on the phone while driving, get a
hands-free device or pull over to the side of the road. Some-
body will become a tragic object lesson. Don’t let it be you.

River Park Resident
Nicole Pate
REALTOR®
Nicole.Pate@prurealty.com

@ Prudential

California Realty

1819 K Street, Suite 100
Sacramento, CA 95814

Cellular 916 B02-4697

Ofc 916 491-1516 Fax 916 491-1525

& An indepandently owned and operated member of Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc

BiLL VOGIéyEALTY, INC.
gbxa/éw@ Gya/m, %«m&)@y and 9’/&7/)&0;&97%[ Sorvices

William (Bill) R. Vogel, G.R.I.
Broker Owner
5610 ELvas AVENUE SACRAMENTO, CA 95819
E-MaAIL: bill@billvogelrealty.com
TELEPHONE: 916.457.8135
DIrRecCT LINE: 916.730.8135
FAcsiMILE: 916.456.1162
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In brief:

* River Park Mothers Club May 17 will attend
Sleeping Beauty 2-4 p.m. at the 24th Street Theatre.

* May 31, 5-7 p.m. is the Mothers Club Family Potluck.
See www.bigtent.com/groups/rpmc for more info.

* The next blood drive will be Sunday June 15 10 a.m.-
2 p.m. across Carlson from Caleb Greenwood school.

* Sacramento now has a 2-1-1 telephone information sys-
tem in operation. The old Infoline seven digit phone
number is now 2-1-1. It’s available 24/7 and connects
with a live operator in Sacramento who can provide
information on more than 2,400 non-profit and public
agency programs related to housing, senior care, job
training, food programs, and health care. Call 2-1-1 for
non-emergency but vital information. It doesn’t work yet
for cell phones so use your land line if you have one.

STEELE CUSTOM CONCRETE
- Specializing in concrete design ;

. DAVID STEELE
 CCL #891519 -
'916.455.4878 (office)
- 916.799.2396 (cell)

Host an International student, visiting
professor, intern, post-doctoral
scientist or business traveler.
L g X
Paid Stipend
Learn About Other Cultures
Form New Relationships

Convert Extra Room To Cash

“Providing Memorable
Homestay Experiences”
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Caleb Greenwood’s annual Jog-a-thon takes place on Friday
May 16 on the school campus. Caleb students will run laps
between 8:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m with the goal of raising
$24,000 for School Beautification projects. You can sponsor a
jogger by calling the school or you can send in a donation. Caleb
Greenwood’s address is 5457 Carlson. Phone number 277-6266.
Or just stop by Friday morning the 16th. (Bring your checkbook)

Volunteer now to help organize the famous River Park 4th of
July festival. Kids parade, games, food and drink stand. We need
help. Contact Steve at 716-2765 or harriman@surewest.net

Cold comfort food

It’s 102 degrees outside and I’m hungry. | go into a Sacramento
restaurant and suddenly it’s 68 degrees. Refrigerated air blasts
onto my neck. My goose pimples shiver. | ask for another table,
but it’s not much better. When my food arrives, it’s cold within
minutes.

What to do? | could wear a sweater, heavy sox, and a ski hat. But
hey, it’s 102 outside.

Once upon a time restaurants had No Smoking sections. Maybe a
No A/C section would work. | guess most folks like a quick trip
from the desert to the arctic (and back). What did our Victorian
forefathers and foremothers do during Sacramento summers? Die
like flies? 1 guess I’ll go to a movie instead. Uh-oh.

YOUR FINANCIAL LIFE GOES BEYOND STOCKS AND BONDS.
SHOULDN'T YOUR FINANCIAL STRATEGY DO THE SAME?

Steven J. Deelsira, CFM

Specializing in:
Senior Financial Advisor *Betimment Pl
Deelstra Group *401() Follvers
(916) 648-6219 #Edducation Plavning

1435 River Park Drive Suite 100
Sacramento, CA 95815 .

Ruver Park Resident
TOTAL MERRILL"

%E Merrill Lynch

Total Memill (design/words) is a registered service mark/service mark of Metrill Lynch & Co., Inc.
© 2003 Merill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated. Member, SIPC.
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2008 RPNA Contacts/Membership information

RPNA membership is on a calendar year. If you would like to check or renew your membership, call Bill Piper at 455-8539 or
e-mail membership@riverparksacramento.net. If you would like to become a member, send $10 (per household) to RPNA, PO Box 19866,

Sacramento, CA 95819. Make check payable to RPNA.

NAME ASSOCIATION
Matt Mitchell RPNA President
Billy & Eve Martinez Block Captain Coordinators
Bill Piper RPNA Membership

Mike Montgomery Newsletter Editor

PHONE E-MAIL ADDRESS

736-2029 president@riverparksacramento.net
457-7725 rvrpk3@surewest.net

455-8539 membership@riverparksacramento.net
457-2933 editor@riverparksacramento.net

To submit an article to the River Park Review, please e-mail information to editor@riverparksacramento.net. The River Park Review is
published by the RPNA, which is responsible for its content. It reserves the right to edit and/or reject submissions. Editor will pay five dollars

to first person who finds the typo.

ADVERTISING RATES PER ISSUE: Business Card-Plus: $75; Business Card: $50

Thanks always to Silvio Suine and his army of block captains who deliver the River Park Review to your doorstep. Great job!



