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UPCOMING RIVER PARK EVENTS  

Bye, Bye Birdie 
Will Night Herons Really Give It Up? 
    Early in the morning of December 8, 2005, a large gathering of 
neighbors on Callister Ave. watched expectantly as Sacramento City firemen 
aimed their high-pressure water hose high in a tree towards a large night 
heron nest.   But, alas, the nest held firm. They gave it a good try but finally 
rolled up their hoses and left.   
    Next, a city tree trimmer was hoisted in an hydraulic bucket high into the 
upper reaches of the tree and maneuvered close to several nests.  Using a 
long pruning pole, he dislodged some nests and the neighbor spectators 
smiled with a sense of hope that the night herons, maybe, really could be 
discouraged from nesting in their trees.   
    This trial effort to discourage the herons from nesting in River Park trees 
was not totally successful.  The Modesto Ash trees are accessible with the 
hydraulic bucket but the Zelcova trees are not and will require trimming.   
    Homeowners on Callister and adjoining streets will need to have their 
trees trimmed and cleaned of nests.  A local tree service will offer a 10% 
discount if at least 10 homeowners have the work done.    
    The herons will begin returning to the trees in March.  If knocking down 
the nests works, it still is expected to take two to three years before the her-
ons decide to nest elsewhere; hopefully back to the American River. 

Upper photo, Sacramento City firemen direct 
water toward night heron nests. Lower 
phodto, Sacramento City arborist rides into 
the upper tree branches to knock down 
empty nests. 

New River Park Website   
    The year 2006 begins with a brand new River Park website.  The website is 
a project of the RPNA.  It still is in its infancy but gradually will expand to 
include information on what is happening in the River Park community and 
include internet links to RPNA, community groups such as the garden club 
and mothers’ club, and other information sources. 
    Check out the website at www.riverparksacramento.net.  Let the RPNA 
Board know what you think of the new website and send in your suggestions 
for site improvements.   

 JANUARY 15 
BLOOD DRIVE 

Sunday 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

Bloodmobile 
Carlson Drive 

Across From Caleb 
Greenwood School 

Information Call 
454-5290 

JANUARY 19 
River Park 

Neighborhood  
Association 

Monthly Meeting 
 

Geneva Room 
Fremont Presbyterian 

Church  
7:30 p.m. 

JANUARY 19 
RPNA 

Neighborhood  
Watch 

Block Captains 
Meeting 

Geneva Room 
Fremont Presbyterian 

Church 
6:30 p.m. 

FEBRUARY 15 
DINNER AND JAZZ 

Wednesday 
6 p.m.   

Bryan McLaughlin 
Jazz Piano  

Javalicious Café 
Reservations 
Call 736-1215 
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            Handyman Service    

       
FOR ALL YOUR HANDYMAN NEEDS 

ELECTICAL, PLUMBING, TILE, AND MORE 
LICENSED & INSURED  SBL. #627892 

CALL GREG (916) 616-0773 

Individual Tutoring 
with  

ELIZABETH DE FRANCESCO, M.S. Educ. 
455-3735  

All Academic Subjects, All Grade Levels  
Learn with an instructor who has 40+ years 

of teaching experience 

Blood Donors 
Wanted 
    River Park resident Neal 
Graham and the Capital City 
Wings motorcycle club sponsor 
River Park blood drives every 
year.  In 2006, Graham has 
scheduled the BloodSource 
bloodmobile six times. The 
bloodmobile always is parked 
in front of his house on Carlson 
Drive across the street from the 
Caleb Greenwood School.  
    When you see the bloodmo-
bile drop by and donate. You 
also can call for a specific ap-
pointment time: 454-5290 or 
email  nealbear@surewest.net.   
    The first blood drive of 2006 
is Sunday, January 15, 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Donors will receive a 
certificate for a free pint of 
Baskin Robbins ice cream. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 
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    The contest judges rated each holiday decorated 
home on three criteria: creativity, theme and overall dis-
play. For the winners, the judges were looking not  

  
 

simply  for the most lights or largest display, but some-
thing original that made the house stand out from the 
rest and reflected the personality of the decorator and 
the spirit of the holidays.  
    The first place winner, for example, festively deco-
rated his vintage pickup truck with lights and loaded the 
back with Christmas presents. The second place win-
ner went with a theme based on Dickens' "A Christmas 
Carol," complete with life-sized cameo cutouts. The 
third place winners were two neighbors who combined 
their creative forces to create a winter wonderland 
scene. The display was impressive not only for its scale, 
but also because the neighbors came together to do it.  

1st Prize 

2nd Prize 

3rd Prize 

Holiday Decorating Contest Criteria     
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RPNA membership is on a calendar year.  If you would like to check or renew your membership, call Alanna Butterwork  at 457-6445 or  
e-mail alannab@surewest.net  If you would like to become a member, send $10 (per household) to RPNA, PO Box 19866, Sacramento, 
CA  95819.  Make check payable to RPNA. 
 
 NAME   ASSOCIATION   PHONE   E-MAIL ADDRESS 
 
   Alanna Butterworth              RPNA Membership   457-6445   alannab@surewest.net 
   David O’Toole               RPNA President   456-0945   davotoole@yahoo.com 
   Billy & Eve Martinez              Block Captain Coordinators  457-7725   rvrpk3@surewest.net 
   Dan Keller               Newsletter Editor/Publisher  457-5928   dak@surewest.net 
 
To submit an article to the River Park Review, please e-mail the information to RPNA@aol.com.  The River Park Review is published by the 
River Park Neighborhood Association, which is responsible for its content.  It reserves the right to edit and/or reject submissions. 
 

ADVERTISING RATES: “Advertorial”: $200; Display Ad: $100; Business Card-Plus: $50; Business Card: $30. 

2006 RPNA Contacts/Membership information 

In Brief: 
Valentine’s Dinner and Jazz  

    Javalicious Café will host a Val-
entine’s Day dinner and piano jazz 
by young pianist Bryce McLaugh-
lin, Tuesday, February 14. 
    Dinner begins at 6 p.m. with ap-
petizers, Caesar salad, salmon in 
pastry, roasted asparagus, chocolate 
mousse; $25 per person. 
    Call Javalicious at 736-1215 for 
reservations.  Seating is limited.  

River Park Neighborhood Association  
 Please Help Support Your RPNA  

 2006 Membership Dues 
$10 per Household   

 A Membership dues envelope is enclosed   
with this newsletter and can be mailed to:  

 RPNA 
P.O. Box 19866 

Sacramento, CA 95819  
 Membership Information: 

Alanna Butterworth 
Call: 457-6445      E-mail: alannab@surewest.net 

Support Your River Park Merchants 


